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Ordered—That the third reading of the
Bill be made an Order of the Day for the
nest sitting of the House.
" ESTIMATES, 1884-95.
Report of Committee of Supply, with
the Additional Estimates, adopted.

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS,

The House resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of Ways and Meuns,

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that, towards making good the
supply to be granted to Her Majesty, a
turther swm not exceeding £526,600 18s.
4d. be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Western Australia.

Motion put and passed.

Resolution reported.

Report adopted.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Introduced by Sir Joun Forresr, and
read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the House, at its rising, do
adjourn until Wednesday, 7th November,
at half-past seven o’clock, p.m.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11-40 o’clock

p-m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Leave of Alsence.

Legisiafibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 7th Novewmber, 1894.

Trial wnter boring in Eastern districts—Sonthern Crous.
Coolgardic Railway Bill: first reading—Mullews.
Cue Railway Bill : firet reading—Seal Act Amend.
ment Bill: Arst vending —Purchase of Perth Water.
worlis Bill: first ng—Leave of abscnce for

" Mr. Simmpson -Boring for water between Darling
Range ond the const—Removnl of My, Sinclair,
Postuiaster, Coolgardie—Selection by Tessces of
Lcnstehold Tauds wder Homestends Act—Adjourn.
ment, '

Ter SPEAKER took the chair at
7-30 pa.

PRAYERS.

TRIAL WATER BORING TN EASTERN
DISTRICT'S.

Mr. THROSSELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Pablic
Works whether, in view of the growing
scarcity of water for locomotive and
general purposes in Northam and other
Eastern district towns, the Government
would canse trial bores to be put down,
without delay, in the localities veferred to ¥

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied
that the subject would be considered by
the Government.

SOUTHERN CROSS-COOLGARDIE
RAILWAY BTLL.

Introdoced by Mr. VEnn, and read a
first time.

MULLEWA-CUE RATLWAY BILL.
Introduced by Mr. VErw, and read a
first time.

SCAB ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by Mgr. Bort, and read a
first time.

PURCHASE OF PERTH WATERWORKS
BILL.

Introduced by Mr. James, and read a
firat time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of Mr. JamEes, leave of
abgence wag granted to Mg, Siapsor for
one  fortnight, upon the grounds of
urgent private business,
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BORING FOR WATER BETWEEN THE
DARLING RANGE AND PHE COAST.
Mp. LEAKE: 8ir—I move “ That, in

view of the success attending the boring

operations near Guildford, other bores
should be put down, without delay, in
various places between the Darling Range
and the coast,” It is within the know.
ledge of members that recent horing
operations have been made by the Gov.
ernment in the vicinity of the Midland
Junction, upon a reserve which I believe
was purchased by the Government on
account of the facilities it offers for the
poessible construction of Railway Work.
shops. The success of that bore has been
very marked, and has removed all doubts
as to the existence of water in that
locality, and demonstrated the possibility
of earrying out an enterprise such as the

Government, I believe, have in contem-

plation. I am told that the water ob-

tained there is of first rate quality, and
that it is also apparent that the water-
boring stratum is of considerable depth.

If water is found in such gquantities in

this particular place, it does not require

any extraordinary streteh of the imagina-
tion to suppose that water in like quanti-
ties may be found at various other places
between the ranges and the coast; aud
no one can gainsay the fact that a per-
maneut supply of artesian water of the
quality of this at Guildford would
materially assist jn the development of
our constal country. The advantage of
thesc bores is not only that they result
sometimes in the discovery of water, but
that they also go a long way to test the
geologlcal fomm.tlou of the country, and
to enable us to tell what is hencath the
surfece. It is rumoured—I am not pre-
pared to say whether it is well-founded or
not—that even with this particular bore
they have struck strata which bear o very
marked resemblance to the coal measures
at the Collie. If that be so, it wounld
certainly repay the Government if boves
were put down in various other places;
and, although in the terms of this motion
it is suggested that these boring opera-
tions should be conducted in the country
between the Darling Range and the coast,
yet T would urge upon the Government,
if the resolution is carried, the expediency
of putting n few bhores down along the

Southern coast, hecause mmour again

informs me (whethor rightly or wrongly
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I am not prepared to say) that indica-
tions, and good indications, of coal have
been discovered to the Westward of
Albany. Where we tind the coal ont-
cropping as it does at the Collie River, it
is not beyond the bounds -of possibility
that, by deep boring, we may strike the
coal-bearing strata nearer the coast. The
advantage to the country of such a dis-
covery would be enormons, This resolu-
tion, I would remind members, does not
commit the House to any very heavy ex-
penditure; and it is certainly one which,
cousidering the possibilities before us,
should commend it to members, and I
trust that the motion will receive a
large measure of support. The resolution
really speaks for itself, and it seems to
me is worthy the attention of the Govern-
ment. Of course the Government are
not, bound by any hard-and-fast rule to
the exact wordmg of the resolutlou, and
they can give effect to it in the best
manner they think possible. If left to
them, I am perfectly certain it is & matter
which they will deal with in an able and
comprebensive manner, to the best of
their ability.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
This vesolution is no doubt put forward
in an attractive form, and will, perhaps,
mect with a good deal of support from
members; but it is nothing more nor
less than a resolntion for the Govern-
ment to expend money. I do not wish
to make any objection to it on that
account, because I have no doubt His
Honour the Speaker would have drawn
attention to it if it is contrary to our
Standing Orders. T do not know exactly
to what amount of expenditure the House
wishesto commit theGovernment in boring
for water along the Darling Range. 1 be-
lieve that a good deal of success has at-
tended the bore put down near Guildford,
though I havenot yet received any particu-
lars. But that is of shallow depth. Idonot
Imow whether it is running out as strong
now as it was at the beginuning, but I
certainly hope it will prove altogether
successful. Of course it would be com-
petent for the Government, under this

reselution, to expend a large amount of

money. The Darling Range is about
200 miles long altogether, and to put
down bores withont delay at various
places between that range and the coast
13 a pretty big order, and certainly pro-
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vision would have to be made for it. All
these boring operations cost a lot of
money. Probably before the session is
over my friend the Director of Public
Works will place before the House a
statement of the expenditure that bas
already been incurred by the Govern.
ment o trying to provide water; and if
I say it will astonish members, I think I
shall not be far out of the mark. The
amount of money spent in conmection
with the development of our goldfields is
enormous—getting up towards £200,000.
We have voted in the Loan Act of 1891,
and the Loan Act of 1893, and the
present Loan Bill, nearly £200,000 for
the development of our goldfields, and
nearly all that money is either expended or
is in course of being expended. I shall
have to inform members more fully on
this matter before we separate. Although
this is a somewhat comprehensive motion,
T am quite in accord with it, so long as
it. does not bind ws to spend a lot of
money at the present time. I say that
because there are so many things to be
done, especially in connection with the
procuring of water on our goldfields. Tt
1s almost sad to think that we have
expended so much money in providing
for the conserving of the water, and that
no rain has come to fill the magnificent
tanks we have made all over the Yilgarn
goldfields. But such is the fact, as
members are aware. While, therefore,
I do not oppose this motion, if it is
within the competency of the hon. mem-
ber to move it, still at the same time we
must not spend very much money upon

it, just immediately. We might, perhaps,

put down a few bores just to see the
result, and, if the result is encouraging,
the work might be extended; but to go
trying about everywhere, and to spend o
lot of money in that way is, I am afraid,
more than we could undertake to do at
the present moment.

Mz. SPEAXER: In reference to what
the Premier has stated, I wish to say
that if this resolution should be laoked
upon as an authority for the Government,
to spend money, [ should certainly have
to rule it out of order; but it has been
laid down most distinctly that spending
money on the strength of a mere resolu-
tion 18 illegal, and, if the Government
wigh for anthority to spend money for
this or any other purpose, they must
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bring down a Message from the Governor,
and have an appropriation made for that
purpose. I do not consider that this
motion authorises the Government to
spend money.

Mr. TRAYLEN (Chairman of {om-
mittees) : T am quite in accord with the
view that this motion does not warrant
the Government in spending money.
These kind of resolutions, if carried, are
merely an intimation to the Government
that they may bring in any necessary
measare for our approval, in the direction
indicated. T cannot say, however, that
T am guite in accord with the hon. mem-
ber for Albany in this motion. It is
asking the Government to find water in
those portions of the colony where they
least need it, and where there already
exists a good water supply. When we
bear in mind that just now we are at our
wits’ end to get water for that immense
population gathered on our goldfields, I
do not think this is an opportune time to
bring forward this motion, No doubt it
involves some side issues, such as ascer.
taining the character of the strata be-
tween the Darling Range and the coast;
and that in itself may be a very excellent
thing. But to try to get at the nature
of the strata, under cover of sinking for
water, is not, perhaps, exactly the correct
thing to do. When we are better sup-
plied with water in the dry and arid
interior, I think it will be a highly pru-
dent thing to follow the lead suggested
by the hon. member for Albany, and run
the chance of getting the water, if it be
needed, and also a knowledge of the
strata in the immediate vicinity of the
coast. But, for the present, I think we
have our hands full in trying to find
water for our goldfields population.

Mr. CLARKSON : If the hon. mem-
ber had moved to have these bores pul
down to the Eastward, where there is no
surface water, I should bave bad much
pleasure in supporting bim. But when
he proposes to spend money in this
direction, in parts of the celony where
there is already an abundance of water,
I cannot support him; and it seems to
me Tather corivus that we should he
asked to do so. Let us first get water in
that part of the country where people
are perishing for the want of it, and
not where there are plenty of running
springs ulready, and where there is not
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the slightest necessity for this expendi-
ture.

Mr. MORAN : The motion now before
the House recalls to my mind that not
long ago I brought forward a somewhat
gimilar motion, but relating to a different
portion of the country, and that motion
was ruled out of order. If the same
kind of motion was out of order u few
weeks ago, I should think, arguing from
analogy, that this motion also is out of
order. Perhaps the Speaker will give us
bis ruling on that point

Mr. A. Forresr: He has already
ruled.

Mr. RICHARDSON : If the object of
this resolution iz to ascertain whether
there are any coal deposits in that part
of the country indicated, I think it would
have been just as well to have said so in
the resolution. But what justification
can be alleged for the Government, at
public expense, to test for water between
the Darling Range and the sea, in country
which consists, to a very cousiderable
extent, of private property, and where we
have never heard of any particalar lack

of water ? I am afraid the Government °

would find it a very difficult matter to
justify such expenditure before this
House; and I think the hon. member
who has brought forward this motion
would be one of the very first to attempt
to sit upon them for doing so. If a
wotion were brought forward to test for
water where no water has yet been found,
of course there would be some justification
for it, but I cannot see why we should
ask the Government to put down a
number of bores to test for artesian water
along the Darling Range, where there is
no particular necessity for such water.
No doubt the discovery of artesian water
would be a very nice thing for the owners
of property in that part of the conutry.
I, for one, should have no objection to it,
and would accord a hearty vote of thanks
te the Government for their kindness;
but I doubt whether the taxpayers of the
colony would be inchined to do the same,

Mr. RANDELL: I presume, if it
could be ascertained without any great
expenditure whether artesian water is
procurable in this part of the country, it
would be exceedingly useful, in view of
future operations. But I could not sup-
port any large expenditure of money for
the purpose of making this test in country
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where there is no scarcity of water,
though, perhaps, not of the best quality,
so far as surface water is concerned. As
an abstract vesolution, indicating a ques-
tion of policy for the consideration of the
Government, I think no objection could
be found to it; and, so long as it is
understood that the Government is not to
incur any large expenditure, it might,
perhaps, be desirable some day to make
this test. But, in view of the urgent
necessity which exists for obtaining water
on our Rastern goldfields, which is
likely to absorb all the money we can
spare, and all the energy we can put
forward at the present moment, I do
not think it would be wise to enter
apon these experiments just now. I
am doubtful myself whether we shall
ever find artesian water at Coolgardie, or
even at Northam; and I Dbelieve I am
borne out in that opinion by geologists
and others, Stil], remembering the great
intercsts that are involved, and the
desirability of developing the country,
not only from a mineral, but also from
an agricultural and pastoral point of
view, and of assisting to the utmost of
our power these important industries, I
think the public generally would be in
accord with a reasonable and fair amount
of expenditure in this direction in our
Eastern districts.

M=z, THROSSELL : Iam in favour of
every effort being made for the discovery
of artesian water where it is required;
and I take this oppertunity of pointing
out to the Governent that the place, of
all other places, where these experiments
gshould first be made is in our Eastern
districts, and particularly at Northam.
For some time past the Government have
been obtaining water for their engines
from one of our permanent pools, and I
am sorry to say that the water in that
pool is now decreasing at the rate of nine
mches a day. Though it is very pro-
blemutic whether we shall strike artesian
water or not, still if a bore were put
down, and we did not get fresh water fit
for human consumption, I believe that
an abundant supply of water for engine
purposes will be discovered at a moderate
depth, It reflects no credit upon us that
after 60 years of settlement we are to this
day in entire ignorance of the possibilities
of the district in this respect. I strongly
urge upon the Government to lese no
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time in putting down a bore in this
locality, first of all. I believe I am
justified in saying that unless something
is done in this direction, and that soon,
the Government will have to haul their
water from the terminus of the railway.
I am only voicing public opinion n
Northam when I urge upon the Govern-
ment the pressing uvecessity of putting
down this bore without further delay. I

have pleasure in supporting the motion,,

wherever the bore is to be put down.

Mr. A. FORREST: With regard to
the Burlong pool, referred to by the hon.
member for Northam, T would advise the
hon. member and the Northam people to
adopt the steps that were adopted in some
of our Northern districts for obtaining
water. After many years of practical
experience the settlers there were always
under the assumption that in the sandy
beds of the crecks and rivers no water
would be found below the hard bottom,
and the rvesult was great loss and great
suffering among the stock. But better
advice prevailed at last, and after sinking
20ft. below the hard cement in the bed of
the river, they got an artesian supply;
and now there i1s no question about it
that in our Northern parts a water supply
can be obtained if you go below this hard
stratum. I believe the same result would
be found at Northam ; and, if the strain
on the Burlong pool is very great, and the
supply is decreasing at the alarming rate
which the hon. member says it is, I ven-
ture to say that if they were to put down
a small bore, some 20ft. below the haxd
bed, there would be found a suflicient sup-
ply not only for Yilgarn but for the whole
colony, becanse the drainage of the whole
of the Bastern districts supplies this pool.
With regard to the resolution now before
us, | hardly think it conveys what we
desire—that the Government should go
to any expense in boring for water
along the Darling Range, where there
is more water than is required as a
rule.

Meg. Leage: Water is not mentioned
in the motion.

Tee SPEAKER: With reference to
the question raised at the commencement
of this debate, I should like to read what
May saya of the practice with regard fo
abstrict resolutions of this kind, it being
very difficult for the Speaker, at times,
when appealed to, to distinguish between
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motions which may be made properly
without infringing the rules, and those
which are out of order. This is what
May says in reference to it: “ Motions
advocating public expenditure, or the im-
position of a charge, if the motion be
framed in sufficiently abstract abd general
terms, can be entertained and agreed to
by the House. Resolutions of this nature
are permissible becanse, having no opera-
tive effect, no grant is made or burthen
imposed by their adoption.” That is
exactly what I explained before—that
this resolution does not authorise any
expenditure of money, and that before it
can have any operative effect it will be
necessary that an appropriation be made,
on the recommendation of the Governor.
That was the reason I allowed the resolu-
tion to be proceeded with.

Mr. LOTON: A resolution of this
kind is very well, in order that members
may express their views upon it, but, as
for giving any practical effect to it, as
the Speaker has just said, unless this
House is prepared to go further, and vote
a sum of money for carrying it out, it

' appears to me it is absolutely useless to

debate it beyond a cerfain point. The
question is, are we prepared to spend
money in this direction, in these particular
localities, where there is already a fair
supply of water, in all seasons, for
ordinary purpoesest? If the intention is
not to search for water, but to test the
strate of the country that exists below
the surface, T would suggest to the hon.
member that he shonld move digtinctly
in that divection. But, as for spending
money in testing for water along the
Darling Range, I think the majority of
members will say they are not prepared
to do anything of the kind. We want
to get water in other localities badly
enough, and it strikes me it will take all
the money we can spare to obtain it. As
to the suggestion of the hon, member for
West, Kimberley about sinking below the
hard bottowm of the bed of the pool at
Northam, in the expectation of finding
artesian water, I suppose he means sub-
terranean water. What I understand hy
artesian water i3 water which, when
struck at a low depth, will bubble np to
the surface and overflow. I do not sup-
pose there is much chance of coming
upon artesian water at 20 fect helow the
hard bottom; but, if the Government
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are desirous of ascertaining whether water
is obtainable at that depth, the present
season is an excellent time for making
the test, and they need not go to the
Burlong pool or any other pool. They
can put down a bove in plenty of dry
localities in the bed of the river between
Beverley and Newcastle.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I think the reso-
lution is intended rather to create discus-
sion, und to elicit an expression of opinion,
than to comumit the Government to any
large expenditure of moncy in horing
for wuter hetween the Durling Range and
the sea coast. I awm sorry the hun. mnem-
ber should have confined his proposal
within the aren indicated. I think it
would be better to lenve it to the discre.
tion of the Government, and let them
test where they consider best, in their
wisdom, to do so, whether it he for
artesian water or for coal deposits. T
think o few thousand pounds might be
well spent in that direction. If coal
mensures were discovered at a locality
nearer o port than the Collie it would
be an enormous advantage, to say noth-
ing of the desirability of testing for
water.

Mre. ILLINGWORTH : I think it will
be seen that the feeling of the House is
against the resolution in its present form,
and, if the hon. member who moved it
will aceept an amendment which I will
suggest, [ think Le will find that the
feeling of the House may change in its
favour somewhat. The opposition to it
seems to me based mainly upon the
localities where it is proposed to put
down these bores. If I move that the
words “ between the Darling Range and
the coast” be struck out, that will remove
that objection. There is po doubt there
are parts of this colony where it would be
an imnense advantage if water could be
obtained by boring; and the question
might be easily tested, at no great expense,
if a suitable bore were available. The
Premier indicated that the House would
be astonished and alarmed if he was to
tell them that the Government had spent
£200,000 in endeavowing to find water
for owr goldfields. I do not think the
House will be alarmed, nor that the
country will be alarmed, at that announce-
ment. Nor will it be prepared to deny
that no money expended by the Govern-
ment hus been more properly expended. -
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I will not say more wisely expended, for
I believe a great deal of it has been
wasted, though their intentions have been
rood. I move, as an amendinent, that
all the words of the motion after the word
“ places” be struck out, thus indicating
no particular locality.

Mr. LEAKE: I am perfectly willing
te accept that amendment.

Tz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Veun): It seems
to me that the question, ufter ull, resolves
itself into u question of ways and means,
and it is for this House to suy whether it
is prepured to find the ways and means.
It 18 true we have an item on the Loan
Bill for the development of goldfields,
but the Premier has already told the
House that this meney is what I nay
call ““ear-marked” already; and if the
House desires that the Government shonld
expend further large sums of money in
boring for urtesian water, it will be
wbsolutely necessary to provide the Gov-
ernment with funds for that particular
parpose.  Administerivg, as it is my
province to do, the Department of
Waler Supply, I cun .assure members it
requires a very large sum of money
indeed to keep the thing going.  IFf the
same process has to be gone through this
year as Jast year, and the same difficolties
have to be ¢ontended with, we shall cer-
tatnly require a sum of money far beyond
what this House has alrveady provided for
this purpose. I am in accord with the
motion so far us this: that it would be
well to try to set this matter of artesian
water at rest, one way or the other, but
not, particularly in the Spouthern portions
of the colony. Before that can be doue,
however, it will be necessary to supply
the Government with funds.

Mr. CONNOR: I cannot support the
motion as it stands, nor can I support
the amendment, because, in my opinion,
it is oot definite enough. Tt is pretty
well acknowleged that an urgent necessity
exists for our getting artesian or subter-
ranean water on the goldfields, and I
should have much pleasure in supporting
the motion if it referred to the districts
in which this water question is a matter
of life und death. If the hon. member -
had suggested thal the diamond drill
should be put to work on the goldfields
of Cooigardie and their off-shoots, 1.
should have had the greatest pleasure in
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supporting bhim. I will avail myself of
every opportunity that I get to place
before members the necessity there exists
for boring for water in those parts of the
colony where water is the only drawback
to their development. T have already
brought a motion to this effect hefore the
House this session, and I shall never miss
the opportunity of pressing it upon the
Government. If the experiment is tried,
and no water i1s found, there will be no
one to blume; but, until it is tried, the
public will never he satisfied.

Me. MORAN : Taking into considera-
tion that two months ago a similar motion
was brought forward by myself, stating
that in view of the difficulties of provid-
ing water on our goldfields the Govera-
meunt should at once fake steps in this
dirvection, and that I got no support, I
am somewhat surprised that the present
motion is generally accepted, and ruled to
be quite in accordance with our Standing
Ovders, and with parliamentary practice.
The Premier on that occasion got up
and said they wanted something more
definite. I took his word for it, and, a
few days afterwards, brought forward a
very definite motion dealing with the
question of granting water rights; and 1
told this House, and also teld the Premnier
privately, that there were men in this
town at the time who, if the Government
would give them reasonable water rights
and proper protection, were prepared to
bore for water at Coolgardie, and would
not ask even for a bonus. But that
motion was ruled out of order, and there
has been two months lost. It seems to
me there is a want of consistency on the
part of the Government if they are pre-
pared to support this resolution, after
declining to support a similar resolution
2 few weeks ago, relating to the very part
of the colony which stands in most need
of water. The all-important question, at
the present moment, is to discover water
for our goldfields population, and for the
railway about to be constructed to those
goldfields, and it strikes me it will tax all
the energies of the Department, and all
the money we can afford, to provide this
water. Therefore, what is the use of a
motion like this, which, as amended, is
made to apply to every part of the colony ?
It appears to me downright nonsense to
talk about putting down bores in localities
where there is plenty of water, and thus
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take away the resources of the Depart-
ment which are taxed to the mtmost to
provide water where it is an absolute
necessity of existence. Why should we
ask the Government to attend to gener-
alities, and to allow urgent business to go
by the board? I hope the Government
will not shilly-shally with this important
question.

Mz, LEAKE: I an glad that the hon,
member; whe has just sat down, lias had
another opportunily of Haunting his Cool-
gardie bogie hefore the House, which
seems o give hin infinite satisfaction,
though it 1z getting a bit stale, and the
House is pretty well tired of him and his
bogie. There is this diffecrence between
his motion and mine: mine is in order,
his wasnot. That makes all the difference
in the world, if the hon. member only
knew it. The object I had in view
in submitting this resolution was not
merely the boring for water; what
I consider is of paramount impor-
tance in this coastal country is the
possibility of striking coal. I think
all will agree with me that if we
were to put down a bore, and struck
either water or coal, it would in either
case be of the greatest advaniage to the
colony, T have no wish to commit the
Govermuaent to any large expenditure of
money ; I am quite prepared to accept
the suggestion of the Premier to have a
few bores put down in different places,
by way of testing the ground, at a cost
of a few thousand pounds only, We
know there is £70,000 on the Loan Bill
for the development of goldfields und
mineral resources, and £40,000 for the
development of agriculture, &c.; and I
think it would be quite open fo the
Government, particularly in the face of
this resolution, to allot a few thousand
pounds of this money for the purpose
suggested by the vesolution. Tt is im-
possible for me, not sitting on the
Government, henches, to come down with
a definite resvlution for a vote of money.
We on this side of the House can only
generalise, but, if the House approves of
the resolution in this general way, it will
be for the Government to find the means.
If the House supports this resolution it
naturally follows it will support the
necessary resolution to give effect to
1t

Amendment put and passed.



Postmaster at Coolgardie:

Motion, as amended, put, and a division
called for, the numbers being—

Ayes .. .
Noes ... .17
Majority against ... 11
AVES, Rors.
Mr. Clarkson Mr. Burt
Mr. Ilingworth Mr. Connor
Mr. James Sir John Forrest
Mr. R, F, Sholl Mr, A. Forrest
Mr, Throssell Mr. Harper
IMr. Leake [Tellor). Mr. Loton
‘Mr. Murmion
Mr, Momn
Mr. Paterson
Me. Pearsa
BMr. Richurdson
BIr. H. W. Sholl
L. Solowon
Mr. Traylen
Mr, Veun
Alr, Wood
My, Lefroy (Teller).

Question thus negatived.

REMOVAL OF 'I'HE COOLGARDIE
POSTMASTER (M. SINCLAIR).

Mr. MORAN, in accordance with
notice, moved, * That this House is of
“the opinion that, comsidering the very
“unusual difficalties surrounding the ad-
“ ministration of the duties of postmaster
“ at Coolgardie, no blame should attach to
“ Mr. Sinclair, nor should his future be in
“any way prejudiced by his removal from
“Coolgardie.” It would be in the recol-
lection of members that this matter was
before the House last week, when the
Estimates were under discussion,and there
was a distinct feeling amongst the majority
of members that something in the nature
of an injustice, wittingly or unwittingly,
had been done to this officer; and it was
understood that the Premier would make
further inquiry into the matter. Nabur.
ally, everyome thought it would be an
impartial inquiry, and that Mr. Sinclair,
himself, would be allowed an opportunity
of stating his own case. The correspond-
ence had since been luid on the table,
precedted by a letter to the Postmaster

eneral from the Premier, as follows :—

Premice’s Office,
Perth, 19th Octuber, 1894,

The PosTASTER GENERAL,

In the Legislative Assembly several
mewbers referred to the transfer of Mr,
Sinclair from Coolgardie, and expressed them-
selves that Mr. Sinclair had not been well
treated.

Mr. Moran, M.L.A. for Yilgarn, stated that
Mr. Howlett, the Chief Imspector of Mails,
when at Coelgardie, informed Mr. Sinclair
“ that he was astounded at how well he had
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“ managed,” and that,since his return to Perth,
Mr. Howlet had informed him “ that he had
heen very harshly treated” by being removed
from Coolgardio,

As Mr. Sinclair has not complained to me,
1 was astonished to find that he had been
interviewing members of Parlinment in regard
to the treatment he had received from you,
a8 it would have been better if he had addressed
me in the matter, before taking such a step.

I shall he obliged if you will call on Mr.
Howlett for a report, and favour me with your
views on the subject of Mr. Sinclair’s transfer
from Coolgurdie to Perth,

Joun ForrEesT,
Premier

Was that the kind of inquiry they
expected ? It was distinctly nnderstood
that an impartial investigation of all the
circumstances would have been made,
and not that Mr. Howlett should be called
upon to muke a one-sided veport. The
least they expected was that the ordinary
justice of allowing Mr. Sinclair also to
state his version would have beenobserved.
He thought the Premier's letter to the
Postmaster General rather prejudiced
Sinclair’s case, instead of belping him.
Although Howlett, in his report to the
Postmaster General, denied having told
Siuclair that he was astonished how
well Binclair had managed at Coolgardie,
Mr. Sinclair had informed him (Mr.
Moran) distinctly that Mr. Howlett bhad
told quite a different tale to what he told
the postmaster. Oue said one thing, and
the other said another thing. He himself
did vot wish to say he disbelieved anyone;
but he believed Sinclair. That was suffi-
cient. He believed him becausc his state.
went had heen backed uvp by a lot of
correspondence he (Mr. Moran) had
received from the fields, and amougst
others from the Mayor of Coolgardie;
who had urged him to take up Sinclair’s
cage, and bring it before the House, in
the interests of justicee. He now wished
to state that the Premier had since
promised him that Sinclair would be
allowed to write a reply, stating his own
case, or that a commission of inquiry
would be appeinted.

Tee Premrer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I said you“could bring the matter before
the House, and that you could move for
a select committee if you thought it was
important enough.

Mr. MORAN did not think it was
important enough to move for a select
committee ; he would be satisfied with the
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Premier's promise that Sinclair would be
allowed t make his defence. At present
Sinclair did not absolotely know what
he was charged with; but if he got an
opportunity of knowing what the com-
plaint against him was, wod also have an
opportunity of replying, he would be able
to put a different complexion upon the
matter. According to Sinclair, the Post.
master Gencral was not seized of all the
facts, and that Mr. Howlett had not acted
fairly towards him; and he wished that
the Inspector of Posts and Telegraphs be
requested to give his opinion on the
subject. If that request were complied
with, and Sinclair was allowed to male
his own defence, he thonght he ought to
be satisfied. In view of the promise of
the Premier, he would be glad to withdraw
his motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

SELECTION BY LESSEES OF LEASE-
HOLD LANDS UNKDER THE “HOME~-
STEADS ACT.”

Mr. HARPER: I beg to move the
resolution of which I have given notice:
“That any lessee of Crown lands within
“ the South-West Division of the colony
* may take up lands within his leasebold,
“under ‘the provisions of Part 1L of
“the Homesteads Act of 1893, provided
‘“that the said lessee comsents to the
* remainder of such leasehold heing de-
“ clared open for selection under the same
“ provisiong; and further, that in the
“opinion of this House it is desirable
“that vacant Crown lands may be
' selected under the sane provisions.” The
portion of the Act which this wmotion re-
fers to has, so far, remained o dead letter,
and it seems to me it is very desirable it
should not continue so, as the Act itself
is discredited thercby, and it may do the
country a great deal of harm. The
matter has been discussed in the House
more than once this session, and the
objections which the Government have
raised to the proposuls made may, L am
aure, be overcome by following the course
which I now suggest. It is possible that
many leaseholders would obhject, and
naturally so, to their lund heing taken
away from them nolens volens, and thrown
open for selection; buf, on the other
hand, there are many leaseholders, I fully
helieve, who would be guite prepared to
cousent to the remainder of their lease-
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holds being thrown open for selection if
they were first allowed to take up such
portions of their leases as they wished,
under the provisiens of the Homesteads
Act. There are also very large areas of
Crown lands in the South-West division
which at present are unoccupied, and I
have some renson for believing that some
of this laud would also be applied for, if
it could be taken up under the same pro-
visions. In this way the land would
come into use and have u chance of heing
developed, instend of lying idle as it does
at present, and has done sinee the founda-
tion of the colony. There may be some
little difficulty with regard to the law as
it stouds now, but I think the ingenuity
of the Government would bhe quite equal
to overcome the difficulty, with the two
classes of land referred to here, and that
they would be able to deal with them
under the Act. The objection raised by
the Government wag that it was necessary
o give so many months' notice to the
present pastoral lessees before any of
their land could be thrown open for
selection. Of course the object of giving
them notice is to afford them some pro-
tection. But if the lessees themselves
ure willing to allow this to be done, the
notice prescribed by the Act mnight surely
be waived in some measure, there being
no one to oppose it. As there would be
no one to benefit by following the course
prescribed by the Act or the regulations,
and no injustice could he done to anyone,
I see no necessity for insisting upon the
preseribed nofice being given when those
applying for the land are the lessees
themselves. Therefore, I think the Gov-
ernment wmight very well accept any
applications for lands as proposed in
this resolution, classifying the tand after-
wards, as is done in some of the other
colonies. That would save unnecessary
expenditure, and ut the sne time would
result in the opening uj, and huprovement
of u large quantity of land which is at
present locked up and lying idle, and
likely to remain so. I think, if the
Government would acecpt this resolution,
and make un eurnest endenvour to carry
out its object, it would lead to a con-
stderable amount of desirable development
as regards the second and third class
lands of the colony.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have much
pleasure in seconding and supporting
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this resolution.
mild character, being simply suggestive;
and the Governmenf, in my opinion,
world not be acting wisely at all n
offering any opposition to it. I think
that, on the coutrary, they should give
it their cordial support. It shows the
way out of the difficulties which they say
stand in their way in administering this
Homesteads Act as regards leases. I
cannob, myself, understand the apathy
or the inactivity of the Lands Depart-
ment with reference to the admimstration
of that Act. I do not understand what
it is they are frightened of in it. There
geem to be some subtle elements working
underneath the sarface, which deter them
from putting the Act into operation,
Tt is rather a strange spectucle, after
initiating and Dringing into existeuce a
wise and useful land wneasure, and raising
great expeclations as to the bencfits it

was going to coufer upon the country,
" to find the Government, allowing it to lie
dormant and inoperative for over twelve
months. It is said they must give the
present pastoral lessees six months’ notice,
and, I belicve, no such notive has been
given, so that all lands now held under
lease are practically locked up se tar as
this object is concerned. It seems to me
they are in this predicament: on the
one hand they fear that, perhaps, too
much land will be monopolised under
the leasing operations of this Ach, that
there will be too many homestead leases
taken up under this improvement clause
and deferred payment system, or, on the
other hand, they ferl some little tender-
nzss and regard for the security of the
pastoral lessee, and do not wish to see
hig holding cut up into smaller sections
and occupied by unother class of holders.
It appears to me that the two considera-
tions are mutually destructive. I hope,
if the Government positively decline to
pub the Act into active operution, for fear
of iuterfering with the security of the
pastoral lessee, they will at least comply
with the very mild request made here,
and that where the lessees themselves
desire that their leases shall be brought
under the operation of the Act, and are
willing to carry out the provisions of the
Act, they will have the opportunity of
doing so, and, in that case, allow the
remainder of their leases to be thrown
open te other intending occupiers. I
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I think it is of a wvery | think they may also go further, and allow

all Crown lands now lying idle in the.
South-West division to be dealt with in
the same way. The resolution asks for
no more. I think it does not go far
enough wyself. It might be said that
the present lessees have no protection at
all, because all their land is open for
selection at a rental of G6d. an acre for
twenty years. If it is alleged that not
very much land is taken up ander that
clause because the rentul is to a certain
extent prohibitive, it proves that the land
is not good enough to be taken up under
that regulation. If it has remained open
all these years, and not taken up, that
scems a reasonable deduction to malke.
And if it is not good enough to be taken
up and occupied upon these terms, should
we not Dbe anxious to see it occupied
under some other terms, more favourable
to the holder 7 Would it not be better to
see it taken up alinost under any con-
ditions than that it should lie compara-
tively idle? Would it not be much
better to see this land under conditions
which compelled the owner to fence it all
in, and to spend a considerable sum of
money anpually vpon improvements, and
pay a rental for it equal to ten times
whit he has to pay under the existing
regulation? T think it is rather a stand-
ing disgrace, when we are always crying
out about. settling people on the land, and
encouraging settlement and cultivation,
thit we should at the same time stand by
with our hands folded, and, when we
have a good Act, actually refuse to put i
into operation.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I do not think it would be possible to do
whut this resolution suggests, under the
law asg it stands at the present time. I
think some alteration of the law would
be necessary, and I do not see that there
is any chance during the present session,
at this late stage of the session, of dealing
with that question in the way we would
all desire to deal with it, that is, after
careful consideration of it and looking
into the matter from all points. T must
confess T did not understand the motion
at first so well as I do now, after hearing
what has fallen from the hon. member for
the De Grey. 1 can now see it does not
bear the interpretation I first thought it
did. But we must remember this,—that
neaxly all the best land in the South-West
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division is already leased. If we except
some portions of the very thickly timbered
portions to the South, most of the first
and second clags land in this division is
now leased from the Crown by pastoral
tenants. Those pastoral tenants have
had their opportunities under the present
Land Regulations to acquire the freehold
of a considerable portion of the land.
They have an advantage over the ordinary
gelector, inasmuch as they can secure
3,000 acres of the hest land within their
holdings—not the second and third class
portions of the land, but the very best
portion—by paying 6d. an acre for twenty
years.

An Hown. MemBer: That has lapsed
years ago.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
T must confess I have not familiarised
myself much with these regulations lately.
At any rate, I have no hesitation in saying
that, speaking generally, all the lands that
are not already leased by pastoral tenants
in the South- West division must be classed
as second and third class lands; I do not
think there is any first class land worth
speaking of that is not already leased for
pastoral purposes, and what is now lefi
18 comparatively inferior land. Therefore,
something might be done in the direction
indicated, in so far as these unoceupied
lands are concerned. But the main
object of the homestead lease provisions
in the Act of last session was to encourage
pastoral occupation, and unot agricultural
occupation ; and, as I at first understood
this motion, I thought it was branding
all the land in the South-West division
as second and third class. But I see now
that what the hon. member intends is
that the lessee shall select out of his
lease the second and third class lands,
and take them up under the homestead
leage regulations. Well, I am not sure
whether that would be a wise provision;
though I am not prepared Lo say that
something might not be dove m the
direction indicated. But it would have
to be very carcfully looked into, and it
wauld have to be provided for in the Act.
Now that I understand it, there seems to
be a good deal in the motion which com-
mends itself to me; but I really huve not
had that time to look into it which I
would desire. Nor do I think the hon.
member can expect this House to deal
with it this session, though I shall be
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glad if members will express their
opinions on the subject to-day, in order
that we may consider the question during
the recess, and see whether we can make
this portion of the Act more workable
than at present. I admit that the lands
we now throw open, as second aand third
class lands, are not very good; but they
might be improved upon, and made
better than they are. The difficulty in
the way of allowing the selector to classify
the land he applies for is the probability
that he would classify it below what 1t
would afterwards be qualified when it
came to be surveyed. I expect, if this
proposition were carried out to-morrow,
we would have many applications from
lessees for first class lands which they
would designate as second or third class.
There is a great deal of difficulty about
it. Butb it has been urged upon me by
the Lands Department thal something
in this direction will have to be done,
as the trouble and expense of survey
and examination before selection are
so great, and the delay so great, that
the object we bad in view In passing
this Act is defeated. I thank the hon.
member for bringing this matter for-
ward for discussion. At first I id
not like the resolution at all, but after
the explanation I have heard it does not
appear so much open te objection as T
first, thought it was, and I do not see any
reason why, during the recess, the Lands
Department should not deal with it, and
put the proposition in a shape which,
perhaps, would be more acceptable, and
make the Act more workable and more
availed of than hitherto.

Mr. CLARKSON : I do mot think
any harm could be done by adopting
this motion, although I admit we would
be taliing away what little scourity of
tepure the Crown lessee has at present.
All his land is now open for selection,
and, if peeple want it, why do they not
take it up under the existing regulations ?
This motion proposes to give the lessee
the right of first selection, and then to
throw the balance of the lease open to
the public. I cannot see the shightest
harm in that. We have a great deal of
land in this South.-West division, and not
far from Perth, which I think might he
thrown open under this Homesteads Act.

Tre Commissioner or Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : All private land.
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Mr. CLARKSON: Nothing of the
sort. Within a couple of wiles of the
Eastern Railway there is any amount
of similar country, consisting of Crown
lands, which I would throw open under
the most liberal regulations possible. L
never thought, myself, that the Home-
steads Act would result in settling a
large number of people on the land.

Mr. RiomarpsoN: They have never
bad the opportunity.

Mr. CLARKSON: I have seen a
number of areas advertised in the Gazelle
as being open for selection under the
Act, but I believe they have been very
little availed of,

Mrg. THROSSELL: To whatever causes
it is attributable, it seems to be that the
Government have not dove what they
might have done to put the homestead
leases portion of the Act into operation.
It is now thirteen months ago since the
Act hecame law, and not a single home-
stead lease has been granted under it up
to this date—not becanse no applications
have been sent in, for I know that abund-
ance of applications have been made,
many from my own district, and by the
right class of men; but the reply always
has been that the land has not yet been
gazetted, and was therefore not opeu for
selection. Tt seems to me we have called
into existence a system of land settlement
which the Government are actually afraid
to tackle. I know that a number of
applications for sand-plain country and
salmon gum country have been sent in by
practical men, whose object was to utilise
it, but in every instance their applications
were without avail.  The department
simply turn o deaf ear to them. Surely
therc must be something wrong some-
where. Whatever may be the result of
this debate, I am in a position to know
there are many bond fide applications
waibing to be dealt with; and if they had
been granted when they were applied for,
months ago, we would have had a large
amount of this sand-plain country now
fenced in and otherwise improved. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion
before the House, and I txust the Govern-
ment will do what they can to carry it
out. ’

Me. LEFROY : I think nothing would
be more likely to conduce to that end
which has just been referred to than the
taking up of homestead leases under the
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Homesteads Act,und I think it is a great
pity that the Governinent have not been
able to letCrown landson thoseconditions,
I do not think the Government has any-
thing to fear from putting the Act in
operation. X believe if half the land now
held under pastoral lease conld be leased
under these conditions, it would be very
much to the advantage of the colony. If
the required improvements under the Act
were carried out properly, the country
would be in a much better position at the
end of thirty years than it would if the
Act remained inoperative. We want our
Crown lands occupied and improved—
that is always our ery—and I am quite
certain that wuder the present system of
leasing they never will be improved to
tbe extent we all desire. 'Therefore, hold-
ing these views, I may say I have very
much pleasure in following the hon. mem-
ber for Beverley in this motion. I do not
see that any wrong would be done to the
present lessee if the motion were put into
operation, bhecanse the present lessee
would, wnder this resolution, be the first
person to set the Act in motion. If the
Government, were to let the whole of my
lease under this Homesteads Act, I
believe it wonld be of great henefit to the
colony, and the same applies to other
leases. Figuratively, we would soon have
what is now a howling wilderness turned
into a smiling garden, If we could, by
insisting upon these improvements, make
our lands carry three times the quantity
of stock they do at present, surely that
would be largely to the benefit of the
colony. Our population is increasing
rapidly, and that population must be fed,
and it behoves us to do all we can, by
increasing our flocks and herds, to enable
us to supply the wants of this increasing
population. People at present are com-
plaining loudly about the price of meat
in the colony, especially new comers, and
one "of the main causes of that is that
we have not sufficient stock to supply the
market.

Tue CommissionEr oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W, E. Marmion) : Not sufficient
good land to feed stock ; that's the proper
way to put it.

Mr. LEFROY : Then it is our duty
to endeavour to improve our land, and
that would be one result of this resolution.
I am firmly of opinion that if all the
immense areas of leasehold land now held
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could be cut up and occupied as 5,000
acre blocks under this Homesteads Act,
it would be greatly to the advantage of
the colony. The Government would also
bepefit by it, as they would receive a
much higher rental from the land, The
carrying capabilities of the land wounld
be trebled, and a great many people
would settle upun the land. TFor. these
reasons, nnd feeling sore and grieved as 1
do sometimes to see the lands of the
colony remaining so unimproved, and
believing that if there were some more
liberal regulatious encouraging improve-
ments, these lands would be improved, I
have much plessure in supporting the
hon. member for Beverley in this instance,
and I hope that before long something
may be done to encourage the leasing of
these lands under the Homesteads Act.
Mr. A. FORREST : The motion now
before " the House is one that has my
entire support. I have already said it
seems to me that the Grovernment are
afraid to put their own Act into opera-
tion, and I never could understand the
reason for it. We all know this land
cannot be carried away, and we all know
that the man who improves it is a public
benefactor. I see no reason why the
whole of the South-West division of the
colony should not be leased under the
Homesteads Act. That Act was passed
over twelve months ago, and it has been
a dead letter to this day, so far as the
leasing part of it is concerned. How is
that? Not becanse no applications have
been made to take up land under it, but
because the Government refuse to enter-
tain these applications, which their own
Actprovide for. AsIhuveoften said hefore
in this House, the moment the present
Commissioner of Crown Lands receives an
application for land he begins to suspect
there is somethjing bebiud 1t. He thinks
becase the lund 1s applied for it must be
very valuable indeed. He thinks that
every application for land means that the
person applying for it is going to rob the
country.
take up some of this land himself, he
would soon find out it was not all profit,
and that the land 1n this colony 13 not
overflowing with milk and honey. What
we want to encourage people to do is to
improve their land. Let them have it at
any price, so long as they improve it, and
increase its carrying capabilities, or its
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productiveness. If a man takes up his
5,000 acres under this Homesteads Act,
and makes it carry six times the amount
of stock, he surely deserves some credit.
‘What is the good of land in this colony
unless it is improved ? Tuke the whole
of the leased land in the Scuth-West
division. We know very well—the thing
has been proved—no one, under the pre-
sent regulations and the present tenures,
cares to fence, or to ring-bark, or to sink
for waler, on his land, because he knows
be is linble to bave his lund taken away
from him at any moment.

Tue CommissioNEr oF Crown LaNDs
(Hon. W. E. Maroiion): And get paid
for his improvements.

Mz. A, FORREST: That is not what
a man wants after making a home for
himself and his family. He dees not
want his home taken away from him.
When this Homesteads Act was before
Parliament many of us thought that the
leasing part of it would do more good to
the country than the farming part; but,
instead of that, the leasing portion of the
Act has been allowed to remain o dead
letter, although there are o great many
people who hold pastoral leases who
would be glad to take them up under
conditions of improvement, and pay a
higher rent for them, provided they could
get better security of tenure. But the
present Commissioner is so jealous of
people who want to take up land, that the
moment a man sends in an application
the Cominissioner shrugs his shoulders
and thinks that man wanits to rob the
country.

Tue Conpussionegr oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W-, E. Marmion) : Rubbish !

Mr. A. FORREST : If a man applies
for what he thinks is second class land,
the Commissioner, or the experts in his
office, think at once that land must be
first class land. I am sorry to say the
present Commissioner of Lands is under
the impression that all the lands in this
colony should be classed as first class
land, and thaf, there is no sach thing in
Western Australia as second or third
clugs land. Why he should run away
with that idea, I don't know ; but such is
the case. I do not want to hurt his
feelings, beeause he is a personal friend
of mine; but I am only telling what is a
fact. We have passed a good Act for
encouraging theimprovement of the land,
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but the Commissioner won’t put it into
operation. This question now before the
Honse resolves itself into this: not
whether this House passes the resolution,
but will the Commissioner of Crown
Lands throw these lands open for selection
under the Homesteads Act afterwards ?
If uot, then the Government had betier
bring in o Bill to repeal -—

Ax Hox. Memser: The Commissioner.

Me. A. FORREST: To repeal the
Act, and not hold out false hopes te
people any longer. Whut use to the
colony is this land unless it is iinproved ?
What is the good of saying that the rent
is low, or that you have only to pay Gd.
an acre for twenty years, when we know
that it is not suffictent inducement for
people to go on improving the land ?  If
we could only get people to improve their
land, they would be benefiting the
country ag well as themselves. T know I
hold 24,000 acres in the Eastern part of
the colony, and the whole of it would not
carry more than 1,000 sheep ; but I fenced
in about the half of it, and did some
other improvements, and that land now
carries four or five times the number of
sheep that the whole block did before.
That is a practical proof of what can he
done with the land, if you encourage
people to improve their land. It was
second class land too, Without those
improvements, that land was almost
valueless, It is useless talking abont
developing the lands of the colony unless
you give those who take up the land
greater security of tenure than they have
now as pastorallessees. This Homesteads
Act was intended to carry out that object,
and to compel people to improve their
lands; but what is the use of baving an
Act like that on the statute book, if the
Government are afraid to put it in force?
It is alt very well to talk about building
railways and giving increased facilities to
people.  Building a railway does not
improve the land, unless the occupier iy
encouraged to spend money upon his
land, and make it more productive, or
make it carry more stock than it other-
wise would; and, to induce people to
do that, you must give them every en-
couragement, and better security than
they have at present under our ordinury
Land Regulations. As I have said be-
fore, every man who attempts to im.
prove the land of the colony is a public
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benefactor, and not a robber. And that
man ought to receive every inducement.
Improving the public estate is not one
of the best paying ‘ spees.,” I think, o
man can put his hand to—in Western
Australia at any rate.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): It is
most interesting to listen to my friend
the hon. member for West Kimberley.

Mr. Ricmarpsorw: It is so; he has
made u very sensible speech.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Maurmion}: I am
glad the hon. member thinks so. Pro-
bably the hon. wember thinks it was o
sensible speech, because the ideas pnt
forward are in accord with his own. But
it may possibly occur to these hon.
members that other people may bhave
different ideas. The hon. member for
West Kimberley is very fond of talking
about what money will do, in improving
land or anything else. Of course, it is
all very well for the hon. member to tall:
about spending money—a gentleman who
(figuratively speaking) lives in the Fifth
Avenue of the financial world; hut those
who apply to take up land in this colony
are not, as a rule, so flush of nmoney as
the hon. gentleman who iz generally
denominated as the *8ixth- Minister.”
Though they are very ready to take up
ag much land as they possibly can, and a
great deal more than they can utilise,
they are generally very chary about
spending wmoney upoen that land. In
their eager anxiety fo take up land, they
manage to pay one year's rent, and then
drop it; and, in spite of the glowing
anticipations and the glovious futwe
which the hon. members for West Kim-
berley and for the De Grey conjure up if -
this Homesteads Act were more largely
availed of, T may say that as a matter of
fact very few applications have been
made, up to the present time, for home-
stead leasos. .

Mxg. Ricuarpson: You won't receive
them.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): He
gays I won't reccive them. I can tell the
hon. member there have heen but very
few to receive. People generally do not
consider it is good enongh. I believe,
myself, that when this Act is brought,
into full force, into full operation, he will

Homeslead Leoses.
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find that very fow people will take
advantage of these leasing clanses.

M=z, Ricoarpson: What does that
prove?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Matmion): It
proves that those who forced this part
of the Bill upon the Government were
mistaken, that is all. I say most dis-
tinctly, if you were to throw open these
lands to-morrow, under the provisions of
these homestead lease clauses, it would
be very few people who are already lessees
of pastoral lands that would apply for
them. I¢ is all very well for gentlemen
whose purses are well lined, and who
have no difficulty in paying the rent, year
after year, to take up these homestead
leases. The fact remains that in a great
many cases these pastoral lessees are
unable to pay their present rents. If
you look at the Government Gazeltte you
will find that a majority of leases
for which only £1 per 1000 acres is
charged are forfeited annually. I am
perfectly satisfied, myself, that the ome
secret at the bottom of the whole thing
is the quality of our land. It is not the
regulations, nor the administration of the
regulations, but the poor ¢uality of the
land. If you think that those who are
only paying £1 per thousand now will
be eager to pay £5, you are very much
mistaken. This homestead leases part of
the Act was not my Bill, nor that of my
colleagues; many of its provisions were
forced upon me by those who had certain
fixed ideas in their head thut these leases
would do a great deal of good. 1 do not
helieve, myself, it will do as much good
as they anticipated. 8till, the Aet is
now law. But at the present time it is
found simply impossible to carry out
some of its provisions.

Mr. Harper: We told you that.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Unless
you are prepared to throw open the whole
of the South-West division of the country,
Those who forced this part of the Bill
upen the Government thought it would
be advantageous, I suppose, and that it
would do a lot of good. No doubt it will
help a few members and a few other
people to increase their estates, and to
add to their broad acres.

Mr. RicRARDSoN : Namne them.

[ASSEMBLY ]
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I want
to name nobody, Perhaps I was a little
bit rash i mentioning it would help
members. Buot the fact remains, it will
help them, and it will help others who
are desirous of enlarging their estates.
My experience is that many who apply
for these lands are people who desire to
increase their holdings, but who do not
care one straw for the welfare of the
country or the success of the Act. Of
course, when people say thut these home-
stead leases are going to be of great
benefit to the country, I hope it may be
go. I believe it will in certam cases,
where those who take them up bave the
means to carry out the necessary improve-
ments as required by the Act. Bui for
every solitary case it may do that, there
will be ten cases where these lands are
taken up and the improvements will not
be made, and the land will simply
revert to the State. As a general
rule you will find that land taken
up under tbese homestead leases will,
after a year or two, he thrown up. It is
so now, under the existing regulations,
with the hest of the land taken up upon
most liberal terms; in the majority of
cases the land is afterwards thrown up.
It will be the same under this homestead
lease system. It will ouly be very few
people m the country who will benefit by
1it.  When this part of the Act does
come inte opermbion—as of course it
must, being the law of the land—it will
be attended with a large amount of disap-
pointment. I do net think for a moment,
myself, that people are going to throw
up land which they ¢an now hold at the
rate of £1 per thousand acres, land which
they say is not fit for agricultural pur-

! poses—and what better security can these

pastoral lessees have than the fact, if fact
it is, that their land is not fit for agri-
cultural purposes—I say these people ave
not going to throw up land which they
now hold ot the rate of £1 per 1,000
ncres, and pay £5 per 1,000 acres for it
for the next thirty years. No; they miay
do so for a year or two; but their
children, or those who follow them, will
find it is not good enough, and will throw
it up. Therefore I say those who are so
anxious to see this part of the Act carried
into effect will be disappointed in their
expectations as to the results. That is
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my opicion. Members will, of course,
accept it for what it is worth, though per-
haps in my position I have had quite as
much experience on the subject as the
hon. member for West Kimberley has.

Me. LOTON : It would be rather diffi-
cult from hiz remarks to arrive at what
the ideas of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands are, with regard to the administra-
tion of the land laws. He tells us dis-
tinctly, as I understand him, that under
the law, as it stands, no satisfactory ad-
vancement will ever be made as regards
the settlement and development of the
country.

Tre CommizsioNeR oF CRowN Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Under the law
as to homestead leases.

Me. LOTON: The hon. gentleman
also referred to the liberal nature of the
ordinary regulations, and said that the
result was a failure, that many people
ouly took up leases for a year or two and
then forfeited them. If his arguments
amount to anything they mean this:
that the terms upon which these lands
are taken up are too high for people to
make anything out of them, That is the
only logical conclusion 1 can arrive at
from his statement; 1o other words that
the present system is not a satisfactory
one,

Tue Comurrssroner oF Croww Lanps
{(Hon. W. E. Marmion): I did not say
that.

Me. LOTON: Perhaps you didn’t
mean it.

Tre ComarastoNER oF CrRowN Lawps
(Hon. W. E. Marution) : I didn’t say it.

Mg. LOTON : The hon. gentleman said
s0 many contradictory things that it
would be hard to understand what he did
mean.

Tur CommIssioNER OF CrRoWwN LANDS
{(Hon. W. E. Marmion): I snid that
under the existing regulations there were
large areas taken wup, and afterwards
forfeited. T never said the present system
was not a satisfactory one.

Mr. LOTON: The bon. gentleman
now says that areas nre takem up and
afterwards forfeited, That is under the
present regulations — 6d. an acre per
annum for twenty years. If Jand is
taken up at that price and then forfeited
hecause people find they can’t make any-
thing out of it, I should say that the
only reasonable conclusion to arrive at is
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that the system is not a satisfuctory one.
With regard to the motion before the
House at the present moment, the pro-
posal is that present lessees, in the South-
West division, shall have the first right
to take up any portion of their leases
under the Homesteads Act, and that the
balance of the land shall be thrown open
for selection under the same Act. It
seems to me, as I have said, that the hon.
gentleman who prestdes over this depart-
ment has admitted most distingtly that
his administration of the department has
been a failure, or that it is not working
satisfactorily.

Tae ComuisstoNEr oF Crown Lawps
{(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Under the
Homesteads Act. “

Mr. LOTON : If he only refers to the
Homesteads Act, bow is it that after
three years experience under the exist-
ing regulations, as well as twelve months
under the Homesteads Act, he tells us
that people only take up land to throw it
up again? On the other hand, if he
thinks the regulations are nnsatisfactory,
why in the name of all that is reasonable
doez he not take some steps to alter
them 7 Why does he not bring the matter
under the attention of his colleagues, and
let the country have the benefit of hig
opinions, if they are worth anything—
and he seems to think they are ver
valuable. They ought to be valuable after
the experience he has had as the head
of the department. Next, perhaps, to
his colleague the Premier, he ought to
be in a better position to give us some
practical system that will work satisfac-
torily than any member of this House.
Why does he not do so, instead of
condemning the present system, and
telling us that the homestead lease
gystem also will only end in disap-
pointment ? If he has taken any interest
in the working of the department which
he has presided over for the last three
years, surely he ought to be able to place
his finger upon its defective parts, and
to point out some way of dealing with our
lands in a more satisfactory manner? This
resolution does not go far enough, to my
mind. Tt has heen admitted by the
adminisirator of the department—and T
think the Premier also went nearly as
far—that nearly all the land in the
South- West Division, except what is
reserved for agricultural purposes under
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the homestead block system, is only
second and third class land.

Tue PreMier (Hoo. Sir J. Forrest):
I said all the unleased portion.

Mge. LOTON: The resolution, to my
mind, is not liberal enongh, dealing as it
does with second and third class lands.
I am not one of those people who are
inclined to favour the aecumulation of
large estates by iudividuals. I should
like to see in this colony closer settle-
ment and more occupation, and more
improvement of the land; and if the
(Fovernment,in their wisdom, are prepared
to go to the extent proposed in this
resolution, they will be going somewhat
in that direction, but, in my opinion, not
far enough. When we do go as far as
this resolution indicates, we shall very
soon find we shall require to go further,
and I do not think we can go too far, or
commence too soon, or proceed too rapidly
with the settlement and improvement of
the land. I trust that, after the discus-
sion that has taken place this evening,
som¢ movement will be made in the
direction indicated, and that people who
are desirous of applying for land under
this Act will bave an opportunity of
doing so, and have their applications
considered and dealt with, and that they
will have a chance of settling upon these
lands, aud demonstrate whether the regu-
lations under this homestead lease system
are sufficiently liberal, and the areas
safliciently large.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : This is the
second time this session we have had a
most severe attack upon the administra-
tion of the Lands Department by the hon.
wember who is commonly known as the
“ Sixth Minister”; but the hon. member
invariably stops at the sticking point. If
there is anything in his criticisms at all,
he should wind up with a direct vote of
want of confidenca in the Minister of
TLands. His argument all through has
heen that the Act is a good Aect, but that
the administration of the department is
bad. The remedy for that is to remove the
administrator—not to alter the Act.
With reference to the question of whether
something ought not to be done in refer-
ence to the Act itself, it seems to me that
the mover of this resolution is to some
extent on the right track; and, so far as
I can see, I shall be obliged to support
him. What I wish to impress wpon the
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House is this, that the one thing to he
gained, and the one thing tbis country
requires to consider, is not so moch the
question of classifying the land as to
get those who desire to occupy the land
to improve it. There is too much land
occupied at the present time by people
who will not improve it; and, if it he
anything in the question of tenure which
prevents this improvement, the sooner we
deal with it, and make some alteration in
that tenure, the better. This motion, as
T vead it, tukes up this position: thatif o
lessee chooses to make an application for
the purpose of bringing a portion of his
land under the homestead lease system,
he should be allowed to do so, condition-
ally upon his at once throwing open the
remainder of his leasehold for other
persons to do the same. That would be
one step in the right direction, because, if
a leascholder who holds, say, 20,000 acres,
could see that he could increase the
valne and the capabilities of his land
by obtaining a better tenure, and re-
ducing the avea of his leaschold to 3,000 or
5,000 acres—even although he wereto take
np the best part of it—he would thereby
locate himself upon hjs holding and
improve i, and he would enable the
remainder, though, perhaps, not quite so
good, to be dealt with in the same way.
When you see a man making good unse of
his land, you generally find that the next
piece to it is considered to be nearly as
wood. The very fact of one man succeed-
ing in improving his piece will almost
certainly lead to the taking up of the
next piece on similar conditions. In this
way you get the country scttled. In my
opinion there is ot suflicient stress laid
upon this question of improving the Jand.
There is not sufficient encouragement,
given to people to improve their land,
and to malke the best use of it. I hold
it as a principle that the true tenure for
any man who goes on the land is to com-
pel him to make use of it. He has no
right to it unless he makes use of it, and
increases its capacity for carrying sheep,
or its productiveness under cultivation.
The Minister of Lands prophesies that
this resolution won't work. The only
wuy to test the accuracy of his prophecy
is to give it a trial. I shall have to sup-
port the motion,

Mr. MORAN : Inside this House aud
outside it we constontly hear the remark
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made that the cyes of the land in
Western Australia were taken out by the
old settlers; and, if I ain not mistaken,
I venture to say that the same opinion is
held by the hon. member for Nanuine.
It is & well known fact that many of the
best lands along our rivers and our rail-
ways are held under fee, and thut they
cannut be dealt with. This is the secret
of the cry we hear—*Down with the
Forrest Government ; down with the ‘six
families’; tax the lands; burst up the
big estutes.” That was a cry that was
largely availed of when the hon. member
for” Naunine went on his electioneering
campaign. But what strange evolutions
time brings about! Here we have the For-
rest Government saying they look with
a certzin amount of suspicion upon
u motion brought forward and supported
by the most Conservative members, repre-
senting the pastoral interest, who want
to enable the owners of large estates to
acguire still larger holdings, whereby
what is already the curse of the colomy
would be incrcased twofold. At the fag
end of the session, in a thin House, what
I maintain is a radical change in the land
policy of the Government is brought
before the House.
whether I am prepared to support 1t or
not, I say this i3 not the time to bring it
forward. T maintain that at the next
gesgion the whole of the Land Regulations
ought, to be carefuily considered, amended,
and consolidated ; but to attempt, by a
side wind, to bring about this radical
change, at the fag end of & dying session,
is in my opinion unjustifiable. I hope,
however, that members will not go back
from the principles they have enunciated
to-night. I hope, too, the House will not
accept this resolution.  When the ques-
tion is brought before the House, in a
proper way, at the proper time, I hope
members who represent what I may call
the industrial classes, in contradistinction
to landed interests, will not allow such an
innocent-looking measure as this to pass,
becanse it contemplates a complete and
radical change in the direction of seeking
to bring in a system of fee instead of the
system of lease. With regard to the
remarks of the hon. member for West
Kimberley on this guestion, we know he,
ahove all others, is prepared to lay down
his life for his country, out of a spirit of
pure patriotism; and I think we may

Without saymg

[7 Nov., 1894.]

Homestead Leases. 1313
look upon his remarks as having a certain
amount of weight on any question—pro-
vided there is 100 per cent. attached to it.

M. LEAKE: I really do not know
which is most incomprehensible, the Com.
missioner of Crown Lands or the hon.
member for Yilgarn ? It has been sug-
gested, as a last resource, that we should
get rid of the Commissioner; let us be
consistent and for goodness sake get rid .
of the hon. member for Yilgarn too. Tt
scems to me that the Government in this
case are not true to their trust in the
Homesteads- Act, when they oppose this
resolution. 'The object of that Bill was
to encourage settlement and to put people
on the land; but now, when effect is
sought to be given to that principle by
this resolution, the Government won’t
support it. It seems to me that what
this motion aims at is to encourage lease-
holders to give up large areas of in-
different Jand, which they neither utilise
nor improve, and to take up with smaller
areas, within their leases, paying for
them a higher rental to the Crown, and
committing themselves to certain im-
provements. Surely that is a very good
principle. I shall most certainly support
the vesolution. I was inclined to think
at one time it was a squatter’s resolution,
but T cannot now see that itis. I have
now come to the conclusion that it is a very
proper resolution, and one that deserves
the support of every member who desires
the speedy settlement and improvement
of our land.

Mr. HARPER: Beforc the debate
closes, I cannot help expressing a few
words in regard to what has fallen from
the Commnissioner of Crown Lands. He
talked about half an hour, frying to con-
vince us that the result of this resolution,
if adopted, must be failure and dis-
appointment. That is purely a matter of
opinion, and, being an opinion coming
from a person who is not experienced in
rural occupation, I do not think he need
have spent so much time in explaining
his own ignorance, and prophesying what
the result would be likely to be. He
argued this way: that lessees who are
now paying £1 per 1,000 acres are not
going to take up a lesser guantity and
pay four times the amount. for it. That,
at once, shows his entire misapprehension
of the position. They may be taking up
gmaller ureas and paying more for it, but
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it will be under conditions that will make
that land produce six or seven times maore
than the other land. That is the great
object in view. T may be allowed to refer
to some cases that have come under my
notice, bearing poiuntedly upon the whele
question at issne. Men whe were on the
land of the Great Southern Railway Com-
pany found themselves in this position:

- they had all their leasehold land taken
from them, and many of them said they
would be ruined in consequence. But
what was the result?  Some of those who
held 40,000 or 50,000 or 60,000 acres
arranged matters with the Company so
that they were allowed to take up a few
thousand acres only; and one and all
whomn I have spoken to on the subject
say it was the best thing that ever
happened to them. That, also, Tam con-
fident will be the result of the operation
of these homestend leases. I know there
are some people who believe they will be
ruined by losing & considerable portion of
what they never use; but I thiok they
belong to a class that will soon become
extinct. I refer to those who run their
sheep in front of a shepherd rather than
fence their land, a practice which is in-
defensible on economical grounds; and
the sponer these people learn, by the
experience of their neighbours, that they
are on the wrong track, the better will it
be for them, and the better will it be for
the colony. The object of my resclution
is this: we may all have our opinion or
our doubts as to the success of this pro-
posal, but let us try the experiment. The
proof of the pudding is in the eating.
Let us try the experiment, and let us
watch the result. If the Government
give effect to this resolution we shall have
the very experience we want. We can
then see whether it is a failure or not.
With these few words, I again commend
the resolution to the House.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 40 minutes
past 10 ¢’clock p.m.

[COUNCIL.]

Municipal Tnstitulions Bill.

Legislatibe Eounceil,
Thursday, 8th November, 1894.
Railways Aet Amendmeut Bill : third reading —Munici-

pa) Institutions Bill: Legislative Assembly's Mes-
sage—Adjournment.

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton} took the chair at 4-30 o'clock p.n,

Pravers.

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read o third time, and
passed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S MESSAGE,
IN COMMITTEE.

Tux COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved that the amend-
ment made by the Legislative Assembly
on the Council’s amendment No. 28 he
agreed to.

Question pnt and passed.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I now beg to move that
this committee does wuot insist on its
amendments Nos. 17 and 18. T amn sorry
that the Legislative Assombly has not
seen fit to accept these; but still T see no
use in ingisting upon them, One amend-
ment provided that o blind person, or a
person unable to vead or write, might
vote, and the other that the hiring of car-
riages to bring voters to the poll should
not. he deemed an act of bribery and cor-
ruption under the Act. However, the
Assembly has not seen fit to aceept them,
wnd I move that we do not insist upoen
them.

Tee Honx. H. McEERNAN: The
Assembly says that the insertion of the
words ‘“blind persons or who cannot
write” will interfere with the secrecy of
the ballot; but how ahout proxy voting ?
That is still allowed, and there is no
secrecy about it.

Amendment agreed to.

TasCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): T now move that the
Council’s amendments Nos. 36 and 42,
with which the Legislative Assembly has
disagreed, be insisted on. These are



